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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, our
supposed Turkish allies are holding
Americans hostage.

At least two Americans, Andrew
Brunson and Serkan Golge, are being
held by the Turkish regime on false
charges. Dictator Erdogan, an Islamist
who has arrested thousands of Turks
who oppose him, believes that he can
use imprisoned Americans as bar-
gaining chips. He hopes that he can
trade American hostages for political
opponents who fled Turkey’s dictator-
ship.

Even if the individuals Erdogan
wanted had clearly committed crimes,
which there is absolutely no evidence
they have, we should never engage in
rewarding Turkey for taking hostages.

Erdogan has proven he has no respect
for the rule of law and, instead, rules
by fear. We must not assist him in his
destruction of democracy in Turkey.

American hostages like Pastor An-
drew Brunson, who has been held for
more than 600 days, must be returned.
Until then, the United States needs to
reevaluate whether Turkey wants to be
considered a friend or foe.

And that is just the way it is.

————
OHIO VOTER PURGE

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to decry last week’s Supreme
Court decision in the Ohio voting case,
Husted v. A. Philip Randolph Institute.

Mr. Speaker, the ruling appears to
willfully misinterpret the plain statu-
tory language of the National Voter
Registration Act of 1993. It lays waste
to congressional intent and sets a dan-
gerous precedent of being permissive of
voter suppression across the country.

The NVRA was enacted with the ex-
press purpose of increasing voter reg-
istration and protecting against voter
purges, and it plainly prohibits States
from removing voters from rolls ‘“‘by
reason of the person’s failure to vote.”
Yet this is exactly what the State of
Ohio is doing. Ohio officials are purg-
ing voters if they do not vote in three
consecutive Federal elections.

I believe every person should vote in
every election, but there may be valid
reasons why they have not. We should
be erring on the side of caution.

Our democracy is built on each per-
son having a voice. Yet the Supreme
Court has affirmed Ohio’s right to si-
lence those voices. Congress must now
act to correct this injustice and restore
the rights the Court has so carelessly
cast aside.

————
INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

(Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to announce a
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new internship program my district of-
fice has started. My program is de-
signed to help individuals who are in
long-term substance abuse recovery
meet their programming requirements
of obtaining job-readiness skills.

Along with the bills we are passing
this week to fight the opioid epidemic,
my office has partnered with Recovery
Point in Charleston, West Virginia, to
help those who have decided to get
their lives back on track.

West Virginia has been ground zero
of the drug epidemic, and it is impor-
tant to support the important crucial
recovery programs that are changing
the lives of so many of our people who
have fallen on hard times. This intern-
ship opportunity will help to prepare
these individuals to reenter the work-
force.

It is important to lead by example
and help those who have decided to
turn their lives around. I encourage all
of my colleagues in Congress to partner
with recovery programs in their dis-
tricts to create similar opportunities
for recovering addicts. The interns in
my Charleston office have already
made a positive impact and are a great
addition to our team.

——————

HONORING THE WORK OF NATALIE
BRYSON

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, one of the
best parts of this job is getting to de-
velop relationships with outstanding
people in my district, people who are
difference makers in the best sense of
the word. Kitsap County, Washington,
is a better place because of one such
person: Natalie Bryson.

Our schools are providing more op-
portunities for young people because of
all she has done for the local school
district and her work with the Paul
Linder Foundation.

Our communities are more wel-
coming places because of Natalie’s
work with Kitsap Pride and her in-
volvement with the HIV/AIDS Founda-
tion.

More doors are open for women be-
cause she has been such a trailblazer in
our community, even becoming the
first woman to join the Silverdale Ro-
tary Club, where she was so kind to
welcome me and let me have lunch
with her.

Whether she is participating in the
Central Kitsap County Council or giv-
ing loving advice to her Member of
Congress, Natalie has been such an
impactful person, a fierce advocate, a
voracious volunteer, and an amazing
friend.

Mr. Speaker, sometimes it is impor-
tant for us to just express some grati-
tude, to say thank you, and that is
something I want us to do today for
someone who has done so much for so
many.

Thank you, Natalie. You are so ap-
preciated.
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TAKING BACK OUR COMMUNITIES

(Mr. YOUNG of Iowa asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker,
like the rest of my colleagues, we go
home on the weekends when we are not
voting. When we are not voting during
the week, we are in our districts. It is
wonderful to get around and visit with
our bosses.

I was in Bridgewater in Adair County
on Monday. It is a lovely town. They
are strong people with a lot of grit and
a lot of love and compassion. But in a
way, I wish I hadn’t been in Bridge-
water that day, because we were hav-
ing an opioid roundtable.

The addiction to opioids has really
taken a toll on this community, but
the people of Bridgewater are strong.
“Take back Bridgewater’” is their
mantra. Taking back Bridgewater and
all of our communities is a must.

I am so glad to be working with my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
address this issue in a bipartisan way.
It is about the human condition, the
human spirit, caring for one another,
and taking care of those we represent.

God bless my colleagues, the people
in Bridgewater, and all the people in
America who have suffered under these
addictions. We are going to come to-
gether, and I am glad we can address
them.

———

ANTI-DOPING LEGISLATION

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
Americans love sports. They love hon-
est sports. They love winning the Stan-
ley Cup by the great team here in
Washington. We loved winning the
World Series with the Houston Astros.
We love our Olympics.

Today, I rise because I recently in-
troduced, H.R. 6067, the Rodchenkov
Anti-Doping Act, or RADA.

In the realm of international sports,
it has become almost commonplace for
too many athletes to yield to the temp-
tation of bridging the gap between
their own skills and the pinnacle of
athletic achievement by resorting to
performance-enhancing drugs.

To conceal this fall from grace,
cheaters are employing increasingly
sophisticated modes of masking the use
of any prescribed drugs. This practice,
some of it state-sanctioned, under-
mines international athletic competi-
tion. That is why I introduced the
RADA Act, H.R. 6067.

I ask my colleagues to join me. This
is a bipartisan bill supported by Ms.
GWEN MOORE, Dr. BURGESS, and myself.
Our numbers are growing. The legisla-
tion I have introduced is bipartisan.

As well, we salute the valiant man
who revealed the true extent of the
complex, state-run doping scheme in
Russia.
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